Acacia auriculiformis

Scientific Name: Acacia auriculiformis
Family: Fabaceae (Leguminosac)
Genus: Acacia
Species: Auriculiformis
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Acacia auriculiformis, commonly known as the earleaf

acacia or northern black wattle, 1s a fastgrowing evergreen
tree native to Australia, Papua New Guinea, and Indonesia.
It has been widely introduced to various tropical and
subtropical regions worldwide, including India, where it is
cultivated for various purposes.

Characteristic Features

Tree Size and Growth: Acacia auriculiformis typically
grows to a height of 1530 meters (50100 feet) tall,
with a spreading crown.
Leaves: The leaves are bipinnate (feathery) and typically
1016 cm long, with numerous small leaflets arranged in
pairs.



Flowers: The flowers are bright yellow, fragrant, and
held 1n cylindrical spikes that are 38 cm long.

Fruit: The fruit is a narrow, flat pod (legume) that 1s 514
cm long and 0.81.5 cm wide, .containing numerous small

seeds.
Bark: The bark 1s smooth and grey to greyish brown in

color, becoming rougher with age.

Uses:

Acacia auriculiformis is valued for a variety of purposes:

Timber: It produces a high-quality timber that 1s used in
construction, furniture making, and.pulp production.

Fuelwood: The wood 1s also used as fuelwood and for
charcoal production.Soil Improvement: The tree's
ability to fix nitrogen benefits soil fertility, making it
useful 1in agroforestry and land reclamation projects.

Ornamental: Due to its attractive foliage and flowers, 1t 1s

planted as an ornamental tree in parks and gardens.

Environmental: It 1s used for erosion control,
windbreaks, and as a shade tree.



Beekeeping: The flowers attract bees, making it beneficial
for apiculture.

In India, Acacia auriculiformis is particularly valued for
its fast growth and adaptability to various soil types,
which makes it suitable for reforestation efforts, especially
in degraded lands. However, 1ts ability to form dense
stands can also make it invasive in some ecosystems
outside 1ts native range. Therefore, 1ts cultivation and
management require careful consideration to prevent
ecological impacts.



