¥ - Annona reticulata

Annona reticulata, commonly known as bullock's heart, custard apple, or wild
sweetsop, is a tropical fruit tree that produces large, heart shaped fruits with sweet,
creamy flesh. Here are details about its common names in India, taxonomy, uses,
and characteristics:

Name of Annona reticulata in Indian languages:

Hindi: Ramphal
Tamil: Irakkapazham
Telugu: Ramapandu
Malayalam: Koovalam
Kannada: Ramaphala
Marathi: Ramphal
Bengali: Ramphal
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TAXONOMY:

Kingdom: Plantae

Clade: Angiosperms
Order: Magnoliasles
Family: Annonaceae N

Genus: Annona A » QY

Species: Annona Reticulata




USES:

1. Culinary Uses:
Fresh Fruit: The fruit is often eaten fresh, with its sweet, creamy, and slightly gritty pulp being enjoyed
by many.
Desserts: Used in making desserts, ice creams, and milkshakes due to its rich, custardlike texture.
Beverages: The pulp can be blended into smoothies and beverages.
Cooking: Sometimes used in baking and other culinary applications for its unique flavour.

2. Traditional Medicine:

Digestive Health: The fruit is known to aid digestion and treat constipation due to its fiber content.

Nutrient Source: Rich in vitamins (particularly vitamin C and B6) and minerals (such as potassium and
magnesium), which support overall health.

Anti-inflammatory and Antioxidant: Used in traditional remedies for its anti-inflammatory and
antioxidant properties.

3. Other Uses:

Seeds: The seeds have been used in traditional medicine for their supposed anthelmintic (ant parasitic)
properties but are toxic and should be handled with care.

Bark and Leaves: Extracts from the bark and leaves are used in traditional remedies to treat various
ailments, including fever and dysentery.

Conservation Status:

Not listed as endangered, but habitat loss and overharvesting can impact wild populations in some
regions.
Annona muricata is valued for its delicious fruit and potential health benefits, making it a popular choice
in tropical regions for both culinary and medicinal purposes

Characteristics Feature

« Size: Annona reticulata is a small to medium sized deciduous tree, typically growing to a height
of 410 meters (1333 feet).

« Leaves: The leaves are oblong to lanceolate, dark green, and have a prominent midrib. They
emit a strong odour when crushed.

» Flowers: The flowers are greenish yellow, with three outer petals and three smaller inner petals.
They are fragrant and grow in clusters.

o Fruits: The fruit is heart shaped or sometimes round to oval, with a rough, reticulated (netlike)
skin that can be yellowish green to brownish red when ripe. The flesh is creamy, sweet, and
aromatic, containing numerous dark brown seeds.

« Growth: The tree prefers well drained, sandy, or loamy soils and thrives in tropical and
subtropical climates. It requires regular watering and ample sunlight.

« Annona reticulata is valued for its delicious fruit and its potential health benefits. It is cultivated

in many tropical and subtropical regions and is enjoyed both fresh and in various culinary : g

applications. The tree is also appreciated for its ornamental value due to its attractive foliage

and fruit. N\ 4
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