
Dypsis lutescens

Kingdom: Plantae (Plants)
Order: Arecales
Family: Arecaceae (Palmae)
Genus: Dypsis
Species: Dypsis lutescens

Dypsis lutescens, commonly known as the Areca palm or Golden cane palm, is a popular
palm species native to Madagascar. It is widely cultivated as an ornamental plant due to its
graceful appearance and ability to thrive indoors and outdoors in tropical and subtropical
climates. 
 In addition to Areca palm and Golden cane palm, Dypsis lutescens is also known by other
names, including:
 Butterfly palm
 Yellow palm
 Golden feather palm

Characteristic Features

 Leaves: Featherlike, pinnate leaves that arch gracefully from the stem. The leaflets are
narrow and green, giving the palm a feathery appearance.
 Trunk: Slender, clustering trunks that are light green to golden yellow in color, especially
when young.
 Growth Habit: Forms clumps with multiple stems arising from the base, creating a dense
and bushy appearance.

 Uses

 Ornamental: Widely cultivated as an ornamental plant in gardens, parks, and indoor spaces
due to its elegant and tropical appearance.
 Indoor Plant: Popular as a houseplant or office plant because it tolerates indoor conditions
well, though it prefers bright, indirect light.
 Outdoor Landscaping: Used in tropical and subtropical landscapes as a specimen plant, in
groups, or as a screen or hedge.
 Environmental: Provides habitat and food for wildlife in its native habitat.
 Cultivation
 



Climate: Prefers tropical or subtropical climates with high humidity. Can tolerate some
degree of drought once established but prefers consistent moisture.
 Light: Thrives in bright, indirect light indoors. Outdoors, it prefers partial shade to filtered
sunlight.
 Soil: Welldrained soil is ideal. Regular potting mix works well for containergrown plants.
 Propagation: Typically propagated by seeds, which can take several months to germinate, or
by division of clumps.
 Maintenance
 Regular watering to keep the soil evenly moist. Avoid waterlogging.
 Pruning dead or yellowing fronds to maintain its appearance and health.
 Toxicity
 Generally nontoxic to humans and pets, making it a safer choice for households with
animals.
Dypsis lutescens is valued for its graceful foliage and adaptability to various growing
conditions, making it a popular choice for both indoor and outdoor landscaping


