
Senegalia ferruginea

Kingdom: Plantae
 Clade: Angiosperms
 Order: Fabales
 Family: Fabaceae
 Subfamily: Mimosoideae
 Genus: Senegalia
 Species: S. ferruginea

Senegalia ferruginea, commonly known as the rusty acacia, is referred to by various
names in different Indian languages:
Hindi: Balli Khair
Tamil: Vanni
Telugu: Adavi Tumma
Kannada: Banni
Marathi: Ran Babhul
Malayalam: Irumban Kuruva
Bengali: Bon Babla
Gujarati: Ran Babool
Punjabi: Jangli Kikar
Odia: Ban Bagicha

 Characteristic features 

Origin: Native to tropical and subtropical regions of Asia, particularly India and Sri
Lanka.
 Growth: Senegalia ferruginea is a medium sized, deciduous tree that can grow up to 20
meters (about 66 feet) in height.
 Leaves: The leaves are bipinnate, with numerous small leaflets, giving them a feathery
appearance. The leaves are typically green and can have a rusty or ferruginous tint.
 Flowers: Small, yellow to white, fragrant flowers arranged in dense, spherical clusters.
They usually bloom in the dry season.
 Fruit: The fruit is a flat, brown pod containing several seeds.
 Habitat
 Range: Found in tropical and subtropical forests, often on hillsides and in open
woodland areas.
 Soil: Prefers well drained soils and can tolerate a variety of soil types, including sandy
and loamy soils.
 Climate: Thrives in warm, humid climates and can tolerate moderate drought
conditions.



 Uses

1. Timber:
    Wood Characteristics: The wood is hard, durable, and resistant to termites. It has a dark
reddishbrown colour.
    Applications: Used for construction, furniture, tool handles, and agricultural implements.
2. Traditional Medicine:
    Medicinal Uses: Various parts of the tree, such as the bark, leaves, and seeds, are used in
traditional medicine. It is believed to have anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, and antioxidant
properties. Used to treat ailments such as fevers, skin diseases, and digestive issues.
3. Agriculture:
    Fodder: Leaves and pods are used as fodder for livestock.
    Soil Improvement: Improves soil fertility through nitrogen fixation.
4. Environmental Benefits:
    Erosion Control: Planted for erosion control on hillsides and along riverbanks.
    Reforestation: Used in reforestation and afforestation projects to restore degraded lands.
5. Ecological Role:
    Habitat: Provides habitat and food for various species of wildlife, including birds and
insects. The flowers attract pollinators like bees and butterflies.
    Nitrogen Fixation: Helps in nitrogen fixation, improving soil fertility and benefiting
surrounding plants.
6. Cultural Significance:
    Religious and Cultural Uses: In some cultures, the tree is considered sacred and used in
religious rituals and ceremonies.

 Cultivation and Care

 Propagation: Propagated through seeds, which should be soaked in hot water to enhance
germination. Can also be propagated through cuttings.
 Planting: Prefers full sun and well drained soil. Planting during the monsoon season ensures
good establishment.
 Watering: Requires regular watering, especially during dry periods. Established trees are
relatively drought tolerant.
 Pruning: Minimal pruning is needed to maintain its shape. Remove any dead or damaged
branches to promote healthy growth.


