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Abstract

The myths are the symbolic narratives of the ideologies of a community. Aruni
Kashyap is an Assamese writer who is proud and responsible for delineating his
underrepresented native identity. Assam is a place known for “Skylark Girl” is one of the
short stories of his collection His Father’s Disease. The retelling of Skylark Girl, the
popular myth of Assam recapitulates the rebirth of Tejimola in various forms. The age-old
tale emphasises the cultural pride of Assam for generations together holding up the
wisdom of psychological resilience. The story of the suppressed leaf-girl exhibits the
psychological resilience of the innocent girl in spite of the harassment of her stepmother.
She remains resolute amidst conflicts and oppression when she was alive and even more
determined when she was buried. Her metamorphosis as gourd plant, lime tree, lotus,
skylark proves that conventional myths of culture pass substantial virtues mixed with
elements of wonder for the successors. The happy life of Tejimola after a long struggle
remarks the optimistic spirit and hope to survive beyond human forms. Kashyap in his
writing celebrates his cultural ethos staying away for a while from the socio-political
turmoil of the soil. Henceforth, the voice of the native soil incorporates the morality of
Assamese tradition and the undeniable fact that goodness and justice will prevail forever.
Keywords: Culture, myth, resilience, identity, skylark, Tejimola

Aruni Kashyap, a bilingual writer in Assamese and English is a professor of
Creative Writing at the University of Georgia. His contributions to the literary world
include The House with a Thousand Stories (2013), a translation of Indira Goswami’s last
fiction The Bronze Sword of Thengphakhri Tehsildar (2013), an Assamese novel
NoikhonEtiaDuroit (2019), How to tell a story of an Insurgency (2020) and There is no
Good Time for Bad News: Poems (2021). Aruni Kashyap in an interview claims his
position as an Assamese writer rather than an Indian writer in English. The rich tradition
of his culture back to the fifth-century intellectuals like Sankarder, AaiPadmapriya
influenced him to enjoy the native spirit of storytelling. Kashyap has always loved the
fable of Tejimola just like the entire community of Assam holding on to the spirit to never
give up on life. Writing to him is like an art that reaches perfection by practice. He says, “I
am more interested in the absolute wonderful possibilities of human beings, and how
interesting they are, and how problematic they are, and how contradictory they are. This is
what is interesting to me as a fiction writer” (Chakkar).

Kashyap concentrates on the North-eastern aesthetics and indigenous identity
derived from his obhservation and experiences. He considers Louise Erdrich, the American
tribal author as his mentor. To Tribune interview, Kashyap says, “My fiction is shaped by
Assamese politics, aesthetics and literary traditions — both oral and textual. I use these to
write about fundamental aspects of contemporary Indian reality that have been ignored by
Indian English fiction for a long time”. “Skylark Girl” is the first of the ten short stories of
the collection His Father’s
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